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Randy Alcorn in chapter 20 of his book Heaven men-

tions: 
  

òConsider this prophetic statement: òThe 

kingdom of the world has become the 

kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, 

and He will reign forever and 

everó (Revelation 11:15).  It does not say 

that Christ will destroy this worldõs king-

dom.  It doesnõt even say heõll replace this 

worldõs kingdom.  No, the kingdom of 

this world will actually become the King-

dom of Christó. (pg. 204) 
  

Randy then states in chapter 21 that òHuman kingdoms 

will rise and fall until Christ sets up a kingdom that for-

ever replaces them, where mankind rules in righteous-

nessó.  (pg. 207)  And then one last thought from 

Randyõs book: òPrior to Christõs return, his Kingdom will 

be intermingled with the worldõs cultures (Matthew 

13:24-30). But his followers will be growing in char-

acter and proving their readiness to ruleó. (pg. 208) 
  

òGrowing and proving their readiness to rule;ó 

wow! What a thought.  How often do we see this 

life, our tasks in everyday life be it business or minis-

try, and the learning that we experience now, be a 

means to develop us to rule with Christ in His eter-

nal kingdom?  If this is the case then this thought 

should be foundational in us structuring our minis-

try. 
  

  

We discover in our studies of scripture that God 

often governed through His leaders implementing 

His principles.  His principles are what governed the 

theocracy of Israel during the time of the Judges, 
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Prayer Requests:  
¶ Pray that I have wisdom in 

recruiting an intern who will 

train under the Street Impact 

Team in Manila then will 

eventually come work with the 

KingdomLife  Ministry Team 

here in Batangas. 
¶ Pray that the Ministry 

Network of local-churches and 

ministries here in Batangas is 

formed and gains the mindset 

of working together to 

implement Christõs Kingdom 

principles to better the life of 

Children in Need. 
¶ Pray for the upcoming furlough 

of the Craigõs next March.  

Gloria and Timi Louise will 

stay for a month to six weeks 

and Jim will stay up to six 

months as I need to raise 

additional ministry funds for 

ACTION Philippinesõ 

KingdomLife, Batangas. 
¶ Pray for the upcoming 

Evangelistic Christmas parties 

that ACTION conducts in 

most of the countries we 

minister in.  Lord willing here 

in Batangas we will hold three 

different parties (two 

supported by ACTION 

reaching Children in Need and 

one reaching the international 

community here in Batangas 

who will support the party 

themselves). 

The day started with early morning phone calls between the Short-term Missions Coordinator and myself 

trying to assess the likelihood of the intern from Moody Bible College and the two youth who were visiting 

ACTION Philippines being able to press on with their plans for the day.  Planned for the day was a visit to one 

of the Street Impact Teams feeding sites where ACTION supplies the resources to feed up to 50 children per 

church three times a week for six months yet the problem this day was a typhoon was pounding the northern 

Philippines and Metro Manila was experiencing heavy rain fall.  Though the rains were heavy there was no 

wind and as the main funnel of the storm was passing to the north we realized that we will likely experience 

localized flooding but little chance of falling debris such as billboard signs or power lines.  We knew that the 
feeding would take place regardless if we were there or not as the food was purchased and the stomachs 

were empty.  As ACTION Philippines always works with and through local churches the workers that con-

duct the feeding were already there as well.  It is now only a matter of the safety of the short-term missionar-
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Fall 2008 

As the assistant Short-

term Ministry Team 

Coordinator one of my 

tasks is to accompany the 

teams to various 

ACTION Philippines 

ministry sites.  Here I am 

at a Feeding of the Street 

Impact Team in Manila 

where ACTION oversees 

the feeding of street 

children while working 

through networked 

churches.  ACTION 

facilitates the network and 

supplies most of the 

resources to conduct 

three feeding a week per 

church for six months. 
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Israelõs ancient kingdoms including King Saulõs, King Davidõs, King Solomonõs, 

and the other good kings of the south.  Principles, or in other words 

òdoctrine,ó are what governs the Church and His kingdom that is òhere and 

now.ó  If we then follow this through into the future then likely when we as 

believers reign with Christ in His perfect eternal kingdom we will be imple-

menting and helping others to follow Godõs principles that we will continue 

to grow in our knowledge and understanding of.  We will not sin neverthe-

less we will still be subjects of the King and living according to His kingship. 
 

ACTION has what we call a òthree 

pronged approach to ministry: evan-

gelism, discipleship, and development.ó  

The ministry of ACTION not only 

wants to influence the spiritual well 

being of the individual but the whole-

ness of the individual.  That is their 

spiritual and their daily physical aspects 

of life.  KingdomLife, Batangas (the 

ministry efforts being conducted by 

the Craigõs under the banner of AC-

TION Philippines) is expanding into a 

ministry as such.  We desire to influ-

ence the church of Batangas to re-

member evangelism, discipleship, and the overall development of Batangas 

as we minister.  The question is how will this flesh out? 
 

One key observation that I made over the course of the last year working 

as the assistant Short-term Missions coordinator is the network that AC-

TION Philippines has created over the course of many years of ministry to 

the street children of Manila.  As I would take short-termers to the various 

different ministry locations I would notice that there was no ACTION mis-

sionary or staff worker on site.  When I inquired as to why this was so I 

discovered that ACTION focused on networking churches together under 

one vision (street children) and empowering the local church to focus on 

the work of ministry.  If the local church proved faithful ACTION would 
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invest more resources.  The bottom line was ACTION only 

got involved if the church was òwalking the walkó when it 

came to street children.  This allowed the missionaries to use 

less effort to maximize their gain (the workers are few). 
 

This concept of working within the structure of a network is 

something I have recently started to employ here in Batangas.  

Currently I am meeting with various different churches and 

am casting vision on how we can work together to help the 

development of the community to benefit òChildren in 

Needó (ACTIONõs focal point) so as to validate the gospel 

message that we bring.  We will òdevelopó by helping net-

worked churches minister in a manner that applies biblical 

principles (Kingdom prin-

ciples) to their efforts.  
 

A case in point:  A 

church I visited recently 

to cast vision of working 

in a network already 

ministers to troubled 

youth by teaching them 

dairy farming in hopes of 

sending them to work in 

New Zealand.  The 

church has already dem-
onstrated a burden for 

Children in Need and a 

willingness to minister beyond just the levels of basic bible 

teaching.  What the church lacks is encouragement, re-

sources, and an advanced outlet to further train their young 

people.  KingdomLife can come alongside them and help link 

them together with others who have a burden for troubled 

youth, provide additional training, and discover whatever it 

takes to push this church along. 
 

KingdomLife is committed to employing the office of the evan-

gelist to equip the church in evangelism, to assisting the pastor 

so as to equip the church to better our discipleship efforts, 

and to develop our community by implementing Kingdom 

principles; principles that prepare us for tomorrow. 

KingdomLife, Batangas 

ies; and they were gung-ho to go. 
 

It was decided that if any flooding appears dangerous to look for alternative routes but make all effort to reach the feeding site.  Thought the 

rain was constant and at times very heavy the journey was uneventful.  At times the team had to pass through flooded areas but the route se-
lected utilized main roads that are built to endure heavy rainfall.  As we passed the flooded areas all one could hear was the clicking of the cam-

era shutters of the short-term team.  We indeed selected a safe route to travel yet it was as a longer one and upon arrival we were just in time 

for the feeding.  The team was to lead in singing and the Moody intern was to tell a short story after which the food will be served. 
 

The path going into the shanty village, located in the heart of the port district of Manila, was a small muddy path with ladies sitting washing 

clothes anywhere there was no dripping of rain water through the rusted out roofing that overlapped the path.  Large stones dotted the path 

that gave those trudging through a place to step out of the mud.  At the small dirt floored church with walls made of bamboo strips and blue 

plastic tarpaulin the team found the mothers of the òChildren in Needó in good spirits despite the rains and wind that was now starting to blow.  

With the increase in wind came a flapping of the tin roof and this caused the stirring of creatures hiding above from the storm.  As the short-

termers were leading the group of children in singing Praise songs suddenly all the kids turned their attention and started pointing towards a 

team member.  The young man, just a week removed from the comforts of his home growing up, turned to see the long whiskers and straight 

tail of our new guest.  As the two made eye contact both jumped, the rat unto a pole and up and out of the service, the short-termer into the 

reality of missions. 
 

The best part of being on the Short-term Ministry Team is being able to see what other ACTION missionaries are doing (this is also true of 

being the webmaster of the actionphilippines.org website).  This keeps fresh ideas floating and challenges me to constantly re-evaluate our minis-

try here in Batangas. A trait you will discover regarding many of us missionaries serving with ACTION Philippines is we desire to fit our ministry 

into the big picture of ACTION while at the same time work the ministry that God has burdened us with.  Serving on the Short-term Missions 

team is helping me do just this.  One of my desires while on the team is to host a short-term team made up of members that help support us.  

As the greater goal is to utilize short-term missions as a recruiting tool for long-term commitment I recognize that what the short -termer must 

experience is ACTION ministry.  This is motivating me to tweak some of our ministry so as to better align with the big picture of ACTION. 
 

Then in the days to come I will borrow a phrase from our Lord Jesus Christ; come and see. 
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