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Philippines

w w w . a c t i o n i n t l . o r g

The church taking action, caring for the least, last and lost

Over the past several weeks I’ve
been studying John’s Gospel
and recently studied chapter 9
about the healing of the man

born blind. There are many lessons to
be learned from this story but one
that leapt out at me was the disciples’
question of suffering in verse 2. Their
question reveals something of their
view of God, sin and suffering but
Jesus didn’t enter into a theological
discussion but instead healed the
man as a witness to His Divine nature
and power to save in the fullest sense
of the word. His encounter with this
poor suffering man by the side of the
road was an opportunity in that very
hour to do good and prove to the
watching world that He is the “light of
the world”(v 5).

Friends Jesus cared deeply about
all people. He loved the sick, blind,
imprisoned and outcasts as well as
the rich and religious. He lived, died
and rose again for all people regard-
less of nationality, gender, social sta-
tus, life-style and religion so, we of all
people as followers of Christ, ought to
deeply care too for the least, last and
lost just as He did. 

Let’s take a good look at ourselves
in the light of the Word of God while
on our knees before our holy God and
see if we have any ungodly prejudices,
if we’re self-seeking and if we’re mak-
ing an eternal difference in our world.
If the Spirit of God is pointing out an
attitude or activity that is not glorify-
ing to Him let’s repent of our sin and
ask God for renewed strength to live
out our faith in the Light of the world
before our suffering and watching
neighbors both near and far. 

Transformation by the power of
Christ needs to start with us so our
lives will have integrity as we testify

to the saving power of the Gospel to
those around us.

Feeding the Hungry
We thank God that $2,250 has been
given to start a six month 3x a week
Fish and Bread feeding program at
Calvary Hills a poor community along
the polluted San Juan River. February
2 we started with the total coopera-
tion of Emma, the local government
health-care worker, who
weighed and de-wormed
each child before we
started. Emma told me
she has looked and
prayed for an organiza-
tion to assist her in help-
ing the 60 identified
malnourished kids under
her watch so she realizes
this is an answer to her
hard work and prayers. 

Many mothers are or-
ganized to do the market-
ing, cooking and
clean-up as well as un-
dergo community health classes pro-
vided by Emma and medical people
in our network. Emma isn’t a believer
in Christ yet but is attending weekly
Bible studies handled by workers
from Camp Aguinaldo Evangelical
Church (CAEC) so she’s also being ex-
posed to Biblical faith in Christ.

Six students from Philippine Mis-
sionary Institute (PMI) are assisting
us with music and other activities.
Their participation is a result of a few
of us who spoke at PMI’s annual mis-
sions conference. I gave a message
during chapel hour followed by a
workshop on working with the poor, a
lively Q&A session and a challenge to
get involved so the students will serve
at Calvary’s feeding each Saturday. 

Among the six are Richard Solano,
a 3rd year Christian Ed student who
grew up at Christian Growth Min-
istry’s Home of Joy orphanage with
his 4 siblings, and Wendy Laureta an-
other CE student who is a former
street girl. ACTION has had direct in-
volvement with the Home of Joy for
many years and I’ve known Wendy
since she was on the street living in a
push-cart. She came to Christ through

our street ministry in partnership
with CAEC and we’re helping to spon-
sor her education at PMI. She also is
in her 3rd year of a 5 year course.
Wendy serves at CAEC as assistant CE
director and children’s Sunday school
teacher on weekends.

The ministry at Calvary started
years ago when ACTION and CAEC
did street work along busy Aurora
Blvd among scavenger families living
in their push-carts. Many were led to
Christ through camps, Christmas par-
ties, street work and received medical
aid from our clinics. Over time their
lives were transformed by the power
of the Gospel. Eventually some fami-
lies wanted to return to their place of
origin which is Calvary Hills and

by Mary Ann

We are often asked “how can we
help you in your ministry of

bringing the Gospel to the needy in
the Philippines.” The obvious answers
are that you can pray and send finan-
cial gifts but here is another creative
way to help. ACTION invites you to
help us communicate the message
“Jesus loves you!” to needy children,
men and women, prisoners, pastors,
disaster victims and others through
the Gallon of Care Project. 

Organize your Sunday school class,
Bible study group, family or office and
class mates to collect the items listed
below and assemble gallon gift bags.
Then ship them surface mail to the
Philippines. We will distribute them at
camp, in prison, at Christmas parties,
during disaster relief or at any time
when the occasion calls for it.

Here’s how:
1. Put together gallon-size plastic

zipper bags with the items listed
below. Be sure that each bag has
each of the items in the first list
plus one of the extra items listed
for a child or adult.

2. Collect the bags and box them up.
You can also add to the box old
eyeglasses or reading glasses be-
cause we can always use them. 

3. Ship your box through a shipping
company* to us in Manila. Address
the box like this:

ACTION Philippines
Attention SITeam
43 Cordillera St.

Mandaluyong City, 
Metro Manila, Philippines

Phone: 632-531-3907
4. Email us at jeff@actionintl.org to

let us know what date you shipped
your box and we will confirm by
email when we receive it. If you
ship using surface, it will take up
to 2 months to get here but the
timing doesn’t matter. We can use
gift bags like this year round.

5. We will distribute the Gallon of
Care zipper bags to many kids and
adults who will be thrilled to re-
ceive them.
A few months ago we wrote about

the Gallon of Care project in our email
newsletter. We have been amazed by
the response from families and
churches who have sent boxes to us. 

Fill each gallon zipper bag with:
• 6" ruler (no longer)
• Glue stick
• Pencil sharpener
• Brightly colored pencils (unsharp-

ened)
• Colorful eraser
• School safe scissors (not pointed)
• 24 count crayons
• Small notepad
• Small hair comb
• Small pack of tissue
• Travel toothbrush
• Travel size toothpaste
• Travel size shampoo (3oz)
• Face wash cloth
• Small bar of soap, preferably hypo-

allergenic

Add one extra item
• For children add one of the follow-

ing: small stuffed animal, doll or
Hot Wheels-type toy car. 

• For adults add one of the follow-
ing: small deodorant, Bible high-
lighter, baseball cap, handkerchief. 

* The best way to send the collected
items is using a company like
Forex (http://forexworld.com).
They will ship door to door at a
minimal cost. We do not recom-
mend sending through the post of-
fice because this is less reliable and
subject to customs. Please do not
send clothing. There are many
other companies that ship to the
Philippines like LBC, FedEx, DHL
and UPS so we suggest you shop
around for the best price.

Gallon of Care Zipper Bags ____________________________________________________________ Yes, LORD!

Feel free to post this page 
on your church bulletin board.
The children will be delighted!


